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Hiftorical Obfervations relating to Conftantinople. By the Reve-
rend and Learned Tho. Smith D. D. Fellow of Magd. Coll.
Oxon, and of the Royal Society.

Onftantinople, formerly Byzantium, was * by Gonftantine the

great called {o after his own name, who being mightily
pleafed with the beautiful and advantagious fituation of the
place between two Seas, and defended by narrow ftreights on
both fides, removed the Seatof the Empire hither, and laid
the foundation of its future fplendor and greatnefs. It was
alfo by a ®{pecial Editor law of the {ame Emperour, which
he caufed tobe engravenon a marble pillar, placed near his
own f{tatue on horfe-back, in one of the Piazza's of his new
built City called Strategium , where the Souldiers ufed to Mu-

a Kard ofy smivopgy 5y modw. Sothe Emperour Conflantine ina Lerrer to Eufebius. de

vita Conftantini ib. IV. cap. 36. & apyd Theodcritum Hiftor. Ecclefl: lib. 1. cap. 16. v.
etiam Socrat. Scholafy. Hift, Feclef: Vib. 1. cap. 16.

6 V. Socratem ibidem. Et TlLeopbanem in Chronographia XXV. anno Conftantini.
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tter, as in the Campus Mlartius, called fecond or new Rome , in
emulation of old Reme,which he defigned and endeavored this
fhould equal in all things. Accordingly he endowed it with
the fame priviledges and immunities, and eftablifhed the {ame
number of Magiftrates, and orders of people, and divided the
wholeextent of itinto fourteen Precinitsor ©Regions, accord-
ing to the divifion of Rome. And the Greek writerswere as
elegant and extravagant in their commendations of it ; but
the ufual title in their ordinary difcourfes and writings, when
they had occafion to mention it without any flourifh, was # 8-
oweluo OF i facnris, thatis, the Imperial City, to the fame fenfe
with'that of ¢ Sidonius Apollinaris,

Salve feeptrorum columen, Regina orientis,
Orbis Roma tui,

Tte country about it was afterwards called Romanza in ali-
mited and reftrained {enfe, (forthat Remania was anciently
the fame with orbsis Romanus, {feems clear from ¢ Epiphanius ) and
the people Powia. But I fuppofe this was not done till about
the ‘niddle times of the Empire, when it began to decline.
The Greeks (ill retain thisname. Forif you ask any of the
Gree/ s born upon the continent of Thrace , what country man
he is, he anfwers forthwith, Pewioer Romios , for {fo they pro-
nounce it. ‘The Turks in like manner call a Greek Chriftian
Urum (Gzour, or the Roman infidel, as they will call fomtimes
the Eruperour of Germany, Urumler Padifba or Emperour of
the Romans. Hence it was, that the latter Grzcian Emperours
ftyled themfelves farinds Pousior Kings of the Romans, that is,
fuch as were born in Remania, and the other countries, which
made up the Eaftern divifion of the Empire Tho perchance
by this flourifhing title they pretended a right to the Govern-

¢ The Ita.ian word Rione is a manifeft corruption of the Latin werd.

d InPanegyrico, quem Romz dixit Anthemio Augu®*o, b:s Confuli.

eHereli LXiX. quz eft Arianorum. Se&. 2. where he fays a {a! difinal fire was kindled
by drius i #wlp % 7' wywv 3 wereirns whawy my Pwpgvies Txeliy s i T KraTon § T
wmégn, which feized almoft upon allRomania, or Univerfum Romanorum imperium, as
Fetavius renders it, but efpecially the Eaftern pasts of it.
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ment of the Weft: upon which vain prefumtion they aflumed
alfo the title of Kesvoydrops or Emperours of the World, as if they
had been the truc Succeflors of #uguftus, and the Weftern Em-
perors, Ulurpers, whom they called by way of contempt and in-
dignation, Pays,Reges, asf Luitprandus informs us in the accompt
of his Ambafly to Necephorus Phocas, and afforded the people of
Italy no other title than that of & Longobard: or Lombards.
The prefent Greeks call all the Weftern Chriftians Aesve or
¢dfyn Latins or Franks, the Turks only making ufe of the latter,
when they fpeak civilly of us, ard calling Chriftendome Phren-
kiftan, in the prelent Greek @mhis.  The Turks now as proudly
call Conflantinople Alem pena, ot the vefuge of the World : where
indecd feems to be a medly of all or moft nations of three parts
ofit, and of all rcligions, which are allowed to be publickly
profeft and exercifed every where throughout the Empire, ex-
cept the Perfian.  Tor they look upon it as a corruption of,
and deviation from the rulesand doé&rine of Mahbomet , their
great falle prophet, and therefore abfolutely forbid it, as re-
pugnant to, and deftractive of the doctrine of life and falvati-
on, as they {peak. Andaccordingly they condemn with all ima-
ginable fury the Profeflors of it, who pretend to follow 4z, as
Seéaries and Apoftates, and entertain worfe opinions of them,
then of Chriftians or Fews or Infidels. The Perfians are not behind
hand with them in their hatred and difrefpedt, deriding them
as grofs and ftupid, and looking upon them as little lefs then
barbarous; intereft and zeal for their feveral tenents heightn-
ing their differences fo much , that in time of War they
deftroy onc anothers Mofchs. 1 remember, that there was a
great difcourfe in Conftantinople among the Turks concerning
an impudent hot-headed I’e_rﬁmz, who publickly in the new
Mofch built by the Mother of the prefent Emperour, aflerted
that 4/ was equal to Mahomet. But it fecems he very luckily
made his efcape out of their hands, at which the Pricftsand the
more zealous Turks were very much {candalized.

The Greeks have twenty fix Churches within the walls of the

f Pag. 144 152,053, g Fas 3.
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City, befides fix in Galata of which I have given an accompt
elle where. ‘They have alfo two Churches at Scztars, one at
Kadikui or Chalcedsn. So at Staurofs, Chingilkui, and feveral other
Villages upon the Afian fhore of the Bolphorus, as at Befbidta/b,
Ortakui, Chorouch chefme, which Churchis dedicated to St. M-
¢hael the Archangel, Jenzkui or Neochorion, Therapia, Bujukdere,
and other Villages on the Exropean fide. 'They havealfo a
Church at Haskuz , where is their Burying place, and another
near the Bagno, dedicated to St. Parafeeve. And at Tatoula
about a mile from Pera, upon a Hill, which from the name
of the Church is thence called by the Greeks and Franks, St.
Demetrius hisHill.  Next to the holy Virgin, St. Demetrius and
St. George have moft Churches dedicated to them.

The Armenians have not, it 1remember aright, above fea-
ven Churches; they being few in number in comparifon of the
Greeks.

The Jews may have in the City and places adjacent between
twenty and thirty Synagogues, this being the greateft fhelter of
that accurfed and contemptible people in the Grand Signors do-
minions, next to Cazre and Salonzki: and I believe there may be
about twenty or thirty thoufand families of them. They are of
great ufe & fervice to the Turks, upon accompt of their brocage
and marchandife, and induftry in feveral mechanical trades.
All thefe I look upon as Natives, or Slaves rather, each paying
mony for his head every year. The yews indeed very wifely
collect this tax among themfelves and according to anagree-
ment made with the Tefterdar or Treafurer, pay a certain
fum ingrofs for their whole nation refiding there: by which
piece of cunning they are great gainers, and fpare the poor
among them lefs able to pay, b/zr a contribution of the rich to
make .up the fum. The Engli/h and Dutch Ambafladors have
their Chappels in their Palaces common to their refpeive
Nations.

The Churches and Chappels of the Weftern Chriflians of the
Roman Communion in Galata, arc

St. Peters, belonging to the Lominicans, where is the fa-

mous picce of Madonna di Conflantinopoli asthe Italians call it,
or
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or of the blefled Virgin, holding the holy child Jefus in her
armes: which they pretend to be drawn by the hand of St. Luke,
cclebrated by fome of the latter Ecplcﬁaitical writers to have
been a famous Painter.  Out of refpet to this idle tradition
the credulous and fuperftitious Latines and Greeks of the Ro-
man Communion fhew great veneration to it, which otherwife
hath little in it of proportion, art, or beauty to derive any re-
putation upon the defigner, or upon his work. )

St. Francss, belonging to the Conventuali, Fryars of the order
of St. L'rancss : the ground of this by the wife conduét and inter-
ceflion of Cavaliere Molino, the Venetian Bailo, after the {urren-
dry of Candia upon the peace made by the Republick with the
Grand Signor, was procured to be reftored, and a handfome
Church rebuilt with the large contributions of mony fent out
of Chriftendome.

St. Benediét, belonging to the Fefuits, where is a rich Altar
curioufly adorn’'d with {everal figures in Mofaick. ‘'This Con-
vent was purchafed for them by their great Benetactor, Henry
the fourth of France.

St. Mary, belonging to the Obfervantines or Zoccolanti, a
branch of the order of St. Francss, {o called from their going in
Zocceoli or wooden clogs.

The Capucines have a little Chappeldedicated to St.George,
hard by the Freuch Ambafladors Palace.

St. Ann, a Chappel frequented by the Perozs.

St. Pauland St. Anthony, were both taken away fome yecars
fince from the Chriftians, and turned into Mofchs.  'The former
of which is now known by the nameof Arab Giamef;, or the
Mofch of the Arabians. Our Interpreters mentioned alfo to
me the Church of St. Fohn, which the Tzrks have feized upon
for their ufe, St. George, whichthe Fews are pofleft of , and St.
Sebaftian, which was ufed to be vifited cheifly on Holy days.

The North wind blows for the moft ‘part at Conftantinople,
which muft be afcribed toits nearncfs to the Euzxine {ea, which
bears that point from it.So that for want ofa Southwardly wind
fhipshave been forced to lye a month or two {omtimes near the
mouth of the /7ellefpont. This was taken notice of long fince

Yy 3 by
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by Eunapiusin the life of Adefius, who afcribes the feldome
blowing of the Sezth wind to the fituation of the mountains,
whereas it is checked and overpowered by the exuberance of
the vapours continually fent forth from the black and great Sea,
as the Greeks call itincomparifon of the Mcditerranean. Vide
ad finem Codini de origin. Conflantinopol. Edit. Parif. pag. 8o.

The IHellefpont isabout forty miles inlength,and at the Ca-
ftles of Seffos and Abydos the freight may be about three quar-
ters of an Englifh mile over, or lefs.

The length of the Propontss is about a hundred and fifty
miles, both fhores may be {een in the middle of it.  In it are,

Cyzicus, an Hland near the Afan fhore, to which it is joined by
two bridges. It ftill retainsits ancient name ki, and is the feat
of a Bifhop, being inhabited by a confiderable number of Greeks.

Proconnefus, not far from the former; now, as for fome cen-
turies paft, called Marmora, from the excellent quarries of
Marble there found, the marmor yzenzcum alfo being famous in
the time of Pliny.

Besbycus, now called by the Greek wrinpe or the good haven,
not far from the entrance into the bay of Montanea to the
Northand by Eaft. The Turks callit Imramle.

There are feveral Iflands over againft thebay of Nicomedia ,
formerly called Sinus Affacenus , according to Strabo, about fix
or feven leagues from Conftantinople 6.

Prote, {o called becaufe they approach firft to it, coming from
Conftantinople; to the South of this Prencipe and Pytss, which I
take to be the fame with Pyrgos, thatlyes inmoft toward the
bay: Chalcitssin modern Greek, Chalce or Chaless. Oxia and Platy
to the North-weft. I haveexprefled the Turki/b names of the
lefler and uninhabited Iflands elfewhere, which perchance were
phantaftically impofed by fome Franks.

The Seraglio is at the extreme point of the North-eaft Angle
of lonftantinople , where formerly ftood old Byzantium, within
which towards the Haven is a ftately Kzosk or fummer houfe,
from whence the Grand Signor ufually takes Barge, when he paf-

—

& v. Giliuni de Bofp. Thracio lib. 113, cap. 12, &c.
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fes into Afiz, or diverts him{elf upon the Bofporus, at which time
the Boftanyt ba/bi, who hath the principal care of the Emperors
palace, and hath the command of the Bofporus, fits at the helm
and fteeres.

The feven Towers are at the South-eaft extremity.

'The only Suburbs are to the North-weft, along the Haven
fide; for above the hill, where the three walls begin, liesan o-
pen champaigne country, except that here and there at confi-
derable diftances farme houfes are {catter'd.

The Haven runsin from the Weft, and {o opens Eaft.

At the Eaftend of Galata is Tophana where they caft their
great Guns.

Pera and Galata have about fix gates to the Seaward. The
whole tra& of ground was anciently, before the times
of the Emperor Valentinian, who enclofed and forti-
fied Galata with walls and towers, ftyled Dw«ie. or Regio Perea
being mipm 7is mrws, on the other fide of the City to the North,
which is the reafon of its name, feated on higher hills, and
whofe afcentis more fteep and difficult,

Our modern Gesgraphers, fuch as Mercator and Ortelius, who
herein follow Ptolemy , place Conftantinople in the Latitude of
43.degrees and 5. minutes: the Arabian and Perfran Aftrono-
mers , as Abulfeda, Naffir Eddin, Viugh Beigh, and {o the arbyepor
wiivs of Chryfococcas tranflated out of the Perfian tables, place it
more Northerly in 45. Butby latter and better obfervation
it is found, that they have erred in affigning the Latitude of
this City, asof feveral other places. To falve thefe differences,
there isno juft ground of pretenfe to fay, that the Poles are
moveable and have changed their fituation fince their time |
whereas it may better be imputed to their want of due care,
or to their taking things upon truft, from the reports of Tra-
vellers and Seamen , not having been upon the places them-
felves: which certainly is to befaid for Ptolemy whofe obfer-
vations, as to places more remote from Alexandria, are far
from being accurateand true. ‘The learned Mr. Fobn Greaves,
as I find in a manufeript difcourfe, very worthy of being
printed , which he prefented to the moft Reverend and re-

nowned
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nowned Areh-bifbop vfber, took the height of the Pole ar Con-
Jlantinople witha brafs {extant of above 4. feet radius, and found
it to be but 4r. degrees. ¢'. but by the obiervation we made in
our Court-yard at Pera with a very good Quadrant we found it
but g4o. degreesand 53, minutes of North Latitude.

Thereis no place between the Propontss and the wallsof the
City, except jult atthe Seraglio-point, which may be two hun-
dred pacesinlength; where they have raifed on a platforma
battery for great guns: but from the point to the end of the Ha-
ven Weft, the fpace to the gates isunequal in fome places about
twenty pacesbroad, in others three or four times as many more.

The diftance between Conftantinople and Chalcedon upon the
oppofite Bithynian {horc may be about three or four miles.

In the walls are engraven the namesof feveral Emperours,
who raigned toward the declenfion of the Grecian Empire, as
Theophilus, Michael, Bafilivs , Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus , by
whole care,and at whofc expenfe the feveral breaches caufed
in them by the Sea or by earth-quakes were repaired.

Kumkap? orthe fand gate lies toward the Propents : this the
Greeks call in their vulgar language Kwdridre, Contofecalium, or
the little {fcale or landing place. Here formerly was an Arfenal
tor Gallies and other fmall veflels; it being a convenient paf-
fage over Sea. Overthis Gate was anciently engravena curious
infcription ftill preferved in that excellent colleGion publifthed
by * Gruterus.

Fedicula Kapi,or the Gate of the {even towers, {o called from
its neernefs to that Acropolss, is that, I guefs, which the Greeks
formerly called xvo or the Golden Gate, and by fome late
Latine writers Chryfea , in Luitprandus, Carea, by a miftake ei-
ther ofthe tranfcriber or printer, for furea, for fo certainly
it muft be mended. Over this Gate was this infcription,

Hee loca Theudsofius decorat poft fata Tyranns,
Aurea [ecla gerit, qui portam conftruit auro.

cited by Sirmond in his notes upon ! Sidenius. This Gate isin

s Pag.169. Num. 3, i Pag. 121,
the
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the twelfth Region, and was alfo called &= from its beautifuy
and curious ftructure.

The Gun gate formerly called Roman gate, not becanfe it
leads towards the continent of Romania or Th ace, but from
k St. Romanus, where the laft Cariftian Lmpcror was killed at
the affault,, which the Tzrks made to force their way into the
City by it.

Near Adrianople gatcis a fair large Mofch called Ali-ba ffa,
upon a hill accounted the higheftin the City.

The diftance between tower and tower in the upper wall
to the landward may be about nincty of my paces; the
{pacc between that and the fecond wall about eighteen paces
Nnver.

The place, where the Lyens, Leopards, and fuch like wild
creatures are kept, ( where 1 faw alfo feveral Fackals ) was
formerly, as the Greeks told me, a Chriftian Church dedica-
ted to limwiz or the Blefled Virgin, where this verfe is fill le-
gible ,

Kars Swwdiv ervdions Seppin b pud qous, )
Thereis no tide or running back of the water on any fide of
the Bofporus into the black Sea, as ! fome have imagined, whole
miftake might poffibly arife hence, that the wind being at
North,and blowing hard, the current fets more violently at
fuch times againft the feveral headlands jetting out into the
channel, which admits of feveral turnings, andfo the waters
are forced back to fome little diftance: or elfe becaufe when
the South-wind frefhens and grows boifterous, it makes a high
rolling Sea in the Propontss and Bofporus, and being contrary
to the current, givesa check toit, fo that it becomes lefs {en-
fible, and is eafily temmed. Where it is narroweft, the di-
ftance feems to the eye to be {carce a mile over from one fhore
to another ; where broadeft, not much above a -mile and a
halfe, unlefs where it runs into the deep bayes, which by rca-
fon of their fhallownefs only harbour boats.

k Vid. Hiftoriam Politicam Conftantinopaieosapud Crufium in Turco-Grecia, vag. 9.

! This was an o'd error; for thus writes Dionyfius Byzantinus inhis little Bos k oftiie
Bufporus, T# ppgi®@e m o whdior ngmoi@ isi 8% ovs wgw iminggiveinr draspidor @
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The channel certainly is natural and not cut by art, as
fome have idly fanfied , not confidering, how the Euxine Sea
fhould difcharge it felf otherwife of thofe great quantities of
waters, poured intoit by the Jter and Tanazs, now called Don,
and the other rivers, whereby it becomes lefs falt, even very
fenfibly to the taft, than {everal parts of the Mediterranean.

The filh by a ftrange kind of inftiné pafs in vaft fhoales twice
a year, Autumn and {pring, through the Bo/porus, thatis, out
of one Sea into another; of which the Greeks, who live feveral
months of the year upon them, take great numbers,and fupply
the markets at eafy rates; the Cormorants and other ravenous
water-fowle, which the Turks will not fuffer to be deftroy’d or
otherwife molefted, preying alfo upon them.

The weather in fome months isvery inconftant, great heats
and colds hapning the fame day upon the change of the wind.

The winters at Conffantinople are fomtimes extraordinary fe-
vere. I have heard it related by feveral old Greeks, as a thing
motft certain, that the Bofporus was frozen over in the time ot
Achmed, and that a- Hare was courfed over it. It hapned thus,
that upon a thaw huge cakes of Ice came floating down the
Danube into the black Sea, and weredriven by the current in-
to the Bo/porus, where upon the return of the froft, they were
fixed {o hard that it became paflable. In the year 1669 there
was ice in the Haven to the great amazement of the Tzrks; and
fomg were fo frighted at this unufual accident, that they look’t
uponitas a difmal prodigy, & concluded, that the world would
be atan end that year. The Aguglia or Obelisk inthe Hippo-
drome is betwixt fifty and fixty foot high.

The Hiftorical pillar in baffa rilievo, raifed in honour of the
Lmperors Arcadius and FHonorius, may be in height about an
hundred feven and forty feet.

Alexius Commenus lies buryed in the Patriarchal Church a-
gainft the wall, and his daughter Anna Comnena, the Hiftorian,
who lived about the year of Chrift 1117. They preted tothew
there the reliques of St. A#naffafia, who fuffered Martyrdome
under the Emperor Vulerianus, and of St. Euphemia, Virgin and
Martyr,who loft her life moft glorioufly for Chrifts holy religion
at Chalcedon under Liocletian, In
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In Sanéta Sophia thetre are pillars {o great, that a man can
fcarce fathom them at twice. At the end of the Gallery, that
joyns the other two, each about thirty of my paces wide, there
is a piece of tranfparent Marble, two or three inches thick. In
the North gallery upon the pavement is a reddifh fort of a mar-
ble ftone, brought, as the Turks and Chriftzans relate, from Pale-
Jtine, on which they fable, that the Blefled Virgin ufed to wath
the linnen of our Saviour.

I obferved but one ftep from the body of the Church to the
Bemaor place where the Altar formerly ftood.

The great Mofch at Chafim-bafia on Pera fide to the weft was
formerly a Church dedicated to St. Theodofra.

; Gianghir,a Mofch fo called upon a hill at Fondaclee neer Top-
ana.

In Conflantinople there are feveral narrow fireets of trade,
clofed up with theds and pent-houfes, which Ifuppofe were in
ufe before the Greeks loft their Empire, and are the {fame with
the suemsoi vl praslei Jpbuot in Chryfaloras his ™ Epiftle. But be-
fides thefe places, feveral trades have their diftant quarters. The
ftreets are raifed for the moft part on each fide for the greater
convenience.

Not far from Szleimania is the houfe of the Aza or Gene-
ral of the Janizaries, which fo often changes its mafters.

Pompeys pillar, as the Franks erropeoully call it, is of the Co-
rinthian order, curioufly wrought, about eighteen foot in
height and threein diameter. .

Befviktafh, avillage within three or four miles of Conflantine-
ple towards the Bofporus, where lies buryed the famous pyrate
Ariadin,whom the Chriftian writers call Barbaroffa, who built
here a handfome Mofch, having two rows of pillarsat theen-
trance. The Captain Baffz ufually, before he puts to fea with
his Armata of Gallies, vifits the Tomb of this fortunate robber,
who had made feveral thoufand Chrifians 1laves, and makes his

prayers at the neighbouring Church for the good fuccefs of his
expedition,

m Pag. 119.
Zza They
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They reckon in the City above a hundred publick baths, e-
very ftrect almoft affording one. They are efteemed works of
orcat Piety and Charity, there being a continual ufe of them,
not only upon the accompt of religion, but of health and clean-
linefs. Tor their dyet being for the moft part hot {piced meats
in the winrer, and crude fruits in the fummer, their liquor foun-
tain water, or Coffee,to which we may add their lazy kind of life
( for walking is never ufed by them for digeftion, or otherwife in
the way of diverfion ) frequent bathing becomesneceffary.

There are feveral receptacles of water under ground, and
one particularly under the Church of Sanita Sophia, as 1 was
informed ; but Idid not think it worth my curiofity to defcend
into 1t. Thele were of greatufe to the poor Greeks in the laft
faral fiege ; but the Turks are {o {ecure, that they do not think,
that they deferve either coft or pains to keep the waters fweet,
or the cifterns in repaire.

The Aqueduéts , which anfwer to thofe glorious Agueduils
near Pyrgos, and convey the water to the great ciftern neer
Sultan Selims Mofch, arein that part of Conftantinople , which
lies between the Mofch of Mahomet the Greatand Sha zade,

The Turks began to befiege Conftantinople on the fifth ot April,
and took it the twenty ninth of May on Whitfur Tucfday morn-
ing 1453. or as the Turks reckon in the year 857, of the Hegira,
or flight of Mahomet , the 22.day of the firlt Fomad. '

The Chappel, where Ejub Suitan is interred, at whofe head
and feet I obferved great wax candles, isenclofed with latten
wire grates, for the better accommodation of fuch religious
Taurks, as come to pay their refpect to the memory of this great
Mufulman Saint.In the middle of the Area there is raifed a build-
ing fuftained by excellent marble pillars, afcended by two fe-
veral pair of ftairs, where the new Emperor is inaugurated, and
where he ufually goes in Biram time.

An



